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This is in response to the official action mailed November 
5, 2007, to which a reply was due by December 5, 2 007, and which 
is now due February 5, 2 008, a two month extension of time being 
filed concurrently herewith. 

Restriction to one of the following inventions has been 
required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

Group I, claims 9-15, 17 and 19, drawn to a process for 

producing unsaturated aldehydes and acids, using the 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION 



Sir: 



following catalyst: Mn c< E 1 pE 2 Y 0 X/ classified in class 562, 
subclass various. 

Group II, claims 16 and 21, drawn to a process for producing 
unsaturated aldehydes and acids, using the following 
catalyst: MOaBibFecAdBgCfDgOx, classified in class 562, 
subclass various. 

Group III, claims 18 and 20, drawn to a process for 
producing unsaturated aldehydes and acids using the 
following catalyst Mo n ViWjE k FiG m H n O x , classified in class 562, 
subclass various. 

Applicants hereby elect Group I, claims 9-15, 17 and 19 
drawn to a process for producing unsaturated aldehydes and acids 
while reserving the right to file one or more divisional 
applications covering the non-elected claims 16, 18, 20 and 21 at 
a later date. 

This election is made without traverse and has no present 
effect on the inventorship of record in the present application. 

This Response to restriction is accompanied by an amendment 
canceling the non-elected claims, amending the elected claims and 
presenting additional claims for examination herewith, and 
Applicants respectfully submit that the claims as amended and 
presented are all readable upon the elected invention as being 
drawn to a process for producing unsaturated aldehydes and acids 
from C 2 to C 5 alkene obtained by vapor phase oxidative 
dehydrogenation of C 2 to C 5 alkane in the presence of the 
catalyst Mn a E 1 (3 E 2 Y O x , the claimed process being a two or, 



optionally, a three step process involving a first oxidative 
dehydrogenation of C 2 to C 5 alkane in the presence of the 
catalyst MncE^E^Ox to yield C 2 to C 5 alkene, a second vapor phase 
oxidation of the obtained C 2 to C 5 alkene in the presence of a 
molybdenum-containing, multimetal, mixed oxide catalyst to yield 
unsaturated aldehydes and acids and, optionally, a third vapor 
phase oxidation of the obtained unsaturated aldehydes in the 
presence of a further molybdenum- containing, multimetal, mixed 
oxide catalyst to yield unsaturated acid. 

Inasmuch as the invention as claimed is a multi-step process 
employing both the manganese containing catalyst and the 
molybdenum- containing catalysts, Applicants respectfully submit 
that all of the claims presented in the accompanying amendment 
read upon the elected invention and are therefore fully 
responsive to the present restriction requirement. 

Inasmuch as the Restriction Requirement set forth a 
shortened statutory period for reply of one month or 3 0 days 
days, this response is accompanied by a two month extension of 
time to and including February 5, 2 008. 
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